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Happy New Year 

What a start to the New Year it has been!   

Our thanks to all those who came to our Stay and 
Play on Monday, it was lovely to meet you and your 
children; we look forward to seeing you very soon. 

The announcement from Boris Johnson on Monday 
night came as a surprise to all of us and resulted in 
a night and day of arrangements and difficult 
decisions being made by many of us.  Firstly, we 
would like to send our best wishes to those people 
who are shielding, we are thinking of you.  Please 
let us know if there is anything we can do to help. 

A reminder that we run independently from the 
school and GDPR does not allow information to 
passed from school to pre-school and visa versa.  
You need to contact us on either of the e-mail 
addresses below or phone number 07910 195330 if 
there are any changes in your circumstances or the 
sessions you require.  If you have booked school 
dinners with the school, then we need to know as 
well.   

Whilst we are in the middle of a pandemic it is 
essential that all parents following the social 
distancing rules whilst outside the gates.  We are 
still washing hands, toys and worksurfaces and the 
room is well ventilated, so please put your child in 
layers.  We need to make sure the staff and 
children are safe and all need to play our part. 

If you need to contact us, please use:  

chirtonpips@hotmail.co.uk or  

pipspreschool-adm@outlook.com  

You will always get a reply, although it may not be 
instantly as I don’t have office time during the day 
and Helen has another job. Except for exceptional 
circumstances we won’t be replying after office 
hours either.  Please DO NOT use staff’s personal e-
mail addresses as you will not get a reply.   

We are all trying to get the work/life balance right 
as well as school our own children, so please bear 
with us. 

 

Dates for Your Diary 
 

15th – 19th February ’21 – Half Term 

22 February ’21 – Pips closed TD Day 

Easter Holidays – 2nd – 16th April ‘21 

May Day Bank Holiday 3 May’21 

2nd July ’21 – TD Day 

21 July ‘21 – Pips last day. 

30 Hours Funded Childcare 

You may be entitled to 30 hours of free childcare 

For more information please visit 

http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/child-care-30-hour-
parents 

 

Sessions 

As we are short of staff due to the lockdown rules, 
we are following guidance from Wiltshire County 
Council and have put our Critical Key Workers 
children into our sessions first.   

If you haven’t got any sessions please do contact 
us so that we know you would like them, I can’t 
promise that we will be able to get you in straight 
away but we will try our best. 

If you have been given more sessions that you 
really need please do let me know and I can 
redistribute them. 

Primary School Places 

A reminder that you must apply for your child’s 
Primary School Place by 15 January 2021 

mailto:chirtonpips@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:pipspreschool-adm@outlook.com
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/child-care-30-hour-parents
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/child-care-30-hour-parents
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Safeguarding  

As you know we take safeguarding very seriously at Pips. We now have to make a phone call to you if your child 
hasn’t arrived at pre school and we have not been informed. Please can we ask all parents/ carers to phone, text or 
message us via Facebook to let us know if your child is not going to be at pre school that day. Our mobile number is 
07910195330. Thank you. 

If you have any concerns about a child you can contact the following for advice and support: 

MASH 0300 456 0108  Or   NSPCC 0808 800 5000  

Useful Information 

Emergency Contact information – please remember to let us know if your contact details have changed or if you 
aren’t contactable on a certain day and have an alternative emergency contact for us to use. 

COVID19 guidance – if a parent tests positive for COVID19 then they should keep their child at home for 10 days. 

We are asking that anyone who is displaying coronavirus symptoms, or who lives with someone who does, not to 
attend the setting.  All children who are attending a childcare setting will have access to a test if they display 
symptoms of coronavirus, and are encouraged to get tested in this scenario.  

Sickness and Diarrhoea – Health protection agency’s exclusion period for sickness and diarrhoea is 48 hours from 
the last bout of illness. Please do not send your child back to pre school before the 48 hour exclusion period to help 
prevent the spread of illnesses.  

Forest School 

Sadly we are unable to participate in Forest School 
sessions at the moment.  We will be going out 
everyday for a walk or to explore the environment 
around us, please make sure that they have suitable 
clothes on – lots of layers, long sleeves, trousers and 
a fleece, waterproof trousers, boots and coats. They 
will also need hats and gloves. 

Please can you send a change of clothes in with your 
child to include pants and several pairs of socks.  
Most of them are getting wet on our walks and we 
have lent out all of our socks.  It would also be 
beneficial to put a pair of trainers in their bag so they 
have something dry to wear on the way home. 

Please can you label your children’s clothes, sadly we 
can’t remember which coat/hat/gloves/boots belong 
to every children. 

Fees 

Following guidelines from Wiltshire County Council as 
of 1st April 2 year old funding will increase to £5.40 
per hour (currently £5.32), 3-4 year old funding will 
stay the same. 

With the cost of consumables such as paper, paint, 
glue etc increasing we will be asking parents to pay 
50p per session their child attends to help cover 
these costs – the 50p per session will include the 
healthy snack contribution. 

Chirton Pips Website 

Please do remember to have a look, it has lots of 
useful information on. 


